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T o  : The S e c r e t a r y  
r 7  L h r o u ~ h :  S / S  
Froiil : 1i;R .- Thozias L .  ;iugiles -b 
Sub jec t :  Xe~i  3 i r e c t i o n s  i n  the Xzgilreb 

? I ip lo~~!a t ic  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  Maghreb has  quickened s i n c e  t? le  s u c c e s s f u l  i 

v i s i t  i n  January  of 9 l g e r i a n  P r e s i a e n t  IIouari  Zoluneciiene t o  hiorocco. "i~on- 

a l i e n - ~ e n t "  i s  aga in  t h e  watcilword i n  :iorocco and A l g e r i a - - 3 l t h o u ~ h  c o t  y e t  i n  

T u n i s i a  o r  Libya.  bJi1ile t h i s  new cli!llate may p l a c e  some lirriits on S o v i e t  

i n f l u e n c e ,  i t  can a l s o  have s i g n i f i c a n t  drawbacks f o r  t h e  US. Gut t h e  enhaaced 

s t a b i l i t y  i t  prov ides  an  a r e a  ii!?portant t o  US i n t e r e s t s  may b e  worth t h e  r i s k s .  

ilew PIood i n  the  :.iaghreb. The Xoroccan-Algerian rapprochement has  been t h e  --------- 

~ a j o r  agen t  of change.' Apparen t ly  determined t o  l i v e  up t o  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  

t r e a t y  they  s i gned  i n  J acua ry ,  i.forocco and A l g e r i a  have now s igned  a  f i n a n c i a l .  

accord .  30 th  have been seek ing  t o  proixote a  Piaghreb swIuilit t o  b r i n g  T u n i s i a  

and Libya  i n t o  l i n e .  The advent  of a  new a6nnlinistration i n  Uashington,  t h e  

Xixon-de Gau l l e  t a l k s ,  and t h e  s u g & c s t i o ~ l  of Span ish  Fo re ign  l I i i l i s t e r  C a s t i e l l a  

t h a t  t'lc :Cediterrafiean b e  c l e a r e d  of bo th  t h e  US and S o v i e t  f l c e t s  have 

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  an atli-~~osphere of i n t e r l l a t i o n a l  f e n l e n t  t h a t  has  a f f e c t e d  t h e  

Iforocco Searching f o r  iJew P a r t n e r s .  S i n c e  France suspended a  good p a r t  

of i t s  a i d  fo l lowing  t h e  Zen Earka a f f a i r  i n  l a t e  1965, 24orocco ha s  been I 
s eek ing  r~loi-e diplomatic l a t i t u d e .  Tile June 1967 war i n  t h e  Middle Xas t--and 

~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ t e l l i n e n c e  Eo t e  42.  "i;ounec!ieuels V i s i t  t o  ?lorocco: A New Cra i n  - 
L.loroccnri-Lrlgerian  elations , I t  January  24,  1969 
_ .  

'This report was produced by the Bureau 
( i f  lntellijicncc and Research. Aside 
from norm;11 wbstantivc cxchange with 
otlicr ;~gcncics at the working level, 
i t  has not k e n  coordinated clsewherc. 

DECLASSIFIED 
PA/HO Department of State 
E.O. 12958, as amended 
September 6, 2007



- 2 -  

p r o t r a c t e a  US Lelays  i;: honorin; a corn l i tnea t  i n  1967 t o  s u p p l y  $14 n i l l i o ?  
1! 
i 

i n  ar;os--induced i lorocco t o  seek  a izorc n e u t r a l i s +  c o l o r a t i c n  i n  i t s  d i p l c ,  ,dl:;;. 
\ 

O r l r  r e s u l t  has  been  a g r a d u ~ l  ~ a ~ ~ l i i l : ;  i n  i io rocco ' s  r e l ~ t i o n s  w i t 1 1  t h e  USSR. 

r e f l e c t e u  i n  i n c r c n s e i  t r a d e  an6 econoL7;ic a s s i s t a n c e .  The :Ioroccans a r e  no:. 

loolcing Forwiir~i t o  n v i s i t  by S o v i e t  P r e s i d e n t  X i k o l a i  Podgorny i n  A p r i l  i n  

t h c  hope oE o b t a i n i n g  ;;ore e c o n o ~ l ~ i c  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  t h e i r  ncv f i v e - y e a r  p l a n ,  
1 

; loroccan F o r e i g n  2 I i i i i s t e r  h l ~ n ~ e c ;  L a r ~ l c i  has  a l s o  e::p~esseci i n t e r e s t  i n  a 
k 

"Medi ter ranean pac t1 '  t h a t  h e  appare t l t ly  s e e s  as  growing o u t  of t h e  C a s t i e l l a  

p r o p o s a l .  A t  t h e  s a x e  t i u e ,  t h e  l fo rocca~ l s  have been p r o b i n g  f o r  a n  i c v i t a t i o n  

l o r  King i h s s a n  t o  v i s i t  i Jashington.  

A l x r i a  S e e k i n r  Al- ternct ives .  A l g e r i a  i s  a l s o  t ry i r ig  t o  avo id  t o o  g r e a t  -- ---- 

a dcpendellce on e i t h e r  of i t s  r?:ajor a i d  donors--France o r  t h c  USSR. Stung 5 y  

Western c r i t i c i s x i  of i n c r e a s i n g  A l g e r i a n  depeildence on t h e  USSR, Doumediene 

tias r.ioved t o  denons t r a t e  h i s  inGepelidencc liy b e t t e r i n g  r e l a t i o l ~ s  w i t h  h i s  

c o n s e r v a t i v e  t l e i g h b o ~ s .  To draw a r e i n  on t h e  S o v i e t s ,  t h e  L l g e r i a n s  Iiave 

sough t  n o r e  French n i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  and have a g r e e d  t o  a v i s i t  by French 

F o r e i g n  $ i i n i s t e r  Debre i n  iIay. T:~ey, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  >!oroccans, z r e  now 

p r e p a r i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  PoLborny and p robab ly  hope t h i s  w i l l  Iielp keep t h e  
L 

1 French on t h e i r  t o e s .  'l'o keep b o t h  c c u n t r i e s  i n  l i n e  they have h i n t e d  a t  a n  
I 

i i i~proveic tent  iil r e l a t i o n s  wit11 the  US and have r c c e i l t l y  r e c e i v e d  a p r i v a t e  

d e l e g a t i o n  oE h i e x i c a n s  i t l t e r e s  t c d  i n  i n c r e a s e d  t r a d e .  

T u n i s i a  and Libya :lore C a u t b u s .  l 'u t l i s ia  i;nd Libya iiave bcclz l e s s  - ------- -- 

q u i c k  t o  r csaond  t o  tllp:;c 1-1e.w c u r r e l l t s .  'l'ulLi!; La Lears  , .boxcover ,  L]I:I:: i' l i ; c r i  a 
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. . tile Tcnis ia i ls  sbt~inr.2 saxe 1>rC)i;:1Sl1i;; i.cst11ts i n  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  Al~eri: i i l- ,  r,:: 

eco:lo;!.ic cooperat l lo~i .  L a t e r  , i i o c ~ e v ~ r ,  t ? l c  L1i ;er i . s~:~ attc~,!pteci t o  force  

t h r o s ~ i l  3 qiiick bo rde r  ~ c t t l c . ~ : e ~ i t ,  :?i ti1 t h e  p r e d i c t a l i l e  resn l l :  t i ! c i t  t!ic 

Tunisiarts  c.;g i i l  t h e i r  i i c e l s .  Goth Tu~ l i s i a .  ;,ad Libj-a l ~ a v e  been see:.;iu;, i103e- 

t h e l e s s  t o  'uroa3e.l t h e i r  diplomatic o p t i o n s .  T u n i s i a  has 5een i::uvins alie3J cn 

i t s  rapproci~:e ... ei?t x i  th Prance.  Libya,  Ilavin; r e c e n t i y  si. jrirci a friei lLsll l  

t r e a t y  c i 5  A l g e r i a ,  i s  schedul ing  v i s i t s  f o r  t b e  s p r i n g  by Crown P r i n c e  

. . . - 
iiassan al-XiZa, t o  i t s  riaghreb ne ighbors  and to  Prance. 

I i e  o r  t U S  TIie ~ o v e  t o r~a r i l s  "non-al.iga.!c?ritl' result i i l ; ; .  

froii: L!le iroroccal-t--iil;;erim rappro~he i~ le i l t  ;ilajr :lave ?!:ore i:;a;iedi.:lte drawlraclts 

f o r  t:lc.  LS t:~ait f o r  t!ie USSR. hlt l lough 1Iorocco appz ren t l y  i i > l - e r p ~ t . t s  t:!e 

ti?\: relat!.o:iship as c a l l i n g  E3r i i~ore S o v i e t  an< ileutl:ali:it iu f l i i ence  i i l  i t s  

zore i  .;n p o l i c y ,  iqLl;eria !:as no t  slio~rn a * correspo;ldili;; i i l tcfcs; i n  r.!ovin:, 

,., - - .  -. 110'; sovie;r 97,eet--.--r " -  : c~ ,-.I IT ,i, :: ] ;fe t '- L., u ~ r : ~ e r c u s "  'io I t s  Cnci6p?i1G~n~i;l. 

;-j\.,;j.~-!:~ ;;;:; su,;,icii;l:s and i n  which t h e  US r e t a i n s  impor tan t  i n t e r e s t s ,  
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